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Phenomenon of interest 

Multivariate 
Positivist 
Quantitative 
Naturalist 

Critical 
Historical 
Structural 
 

Interpretive 
Qualitative 
Anti-naturalist 
Hermeneutic 
 

What factors cause 
this phenomenon? 
What does this 
phenomenon cause? 
How can we predict 
this phenomenon? 

What structural forces shape 
actor’s choices regarding this 
phenomenon? How are actors 
constrained by structure? How 
can we understand this 
phenomenon as a part of 
historical processes? 
 

How do actors in this situation 
understand the meaning of this 
phenomenon? How do the 
context and the actors co-create 
each other and the 
phenomenon? 

Ethics: Who is affected by this issue? How does power affect the consideration of 
this issue? What is effect of the researcher on this issue? 
 

Environment-system boundary: What are the factors that can be considered a part of this 
phenomenon, or contribute to this phenomenon? What can be excluded from analysis in trying 
to understand this phenomenon? Can the variables be defined ahead of time? 
 

interventionist: choosing a method 
over which one has greater control, 
but is therefore less and less like the 
reality in which the phenomenon 
actually happens 
 

naturalist: choosing a method that 
better reflects reality, but is 
therefore infinitely more complex 
and limited to naturally occurring 
research situations 
 

Tend toward 
random/probability 
sampling, strict 
measurement criterion, 
statistical analysis 
 

Varies! 
 

Tend toward purposive 
sampling, subjective 
measurement, interpretation, 
content analysis 
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Experimental Quasi-
experimental 

Non- or pre-
experimental 

Random sampling,  
Random assignment, AND 
Control over independent 
variable 

Random sampling 
Random assignment OR 
control over independent 
variable 

Reliance on statistics 
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